
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 June 8, 2009 
 
 
As the arts community in the greater Washington, DC area continues to grow and prosper, we are 
pleased to announce that there will be a new addition to the discipline of arts education:  
The Art Institute of Washington – Northern Virginia.  
 
The Art Institute of Washington – Northern Virginia, a branch campus of The Art Institute of Atlanta, is 
scheduled to begin classes in October 2009.  The school is one of The Art Institutes, a system of over 40 
locations across North America, providing an important source of design, media arts, culinary arts, and 
fashion professionals to the marketplace.   
 
Initially, The Art Institute of Washington – Northern Virginia, certified by the State Council of Higher 
Education to operate in Virginia, will offer bachelor’s degree programs in Advertising, Fashion & Retail 
Management, Graphic Design, Interior Design, Media Art & Animation, Photographic Imaging, and Web 
Design & Interactive Media; and associate’s degree programs in Graphic Design, and Web Design & 
Interactive Media.   
 
The new school’s location in Sterling, VA, will offer students living in northern Virginia and southern 
Maryland a convenient location to study quality creative arts disciplines – and enjoy all the culture and 
excitement a vibrant metropolitan area has to offer. 
 
The Art Institute of Washington – Northern Virginia hopes to make an important contribution to the 
economic growth and social well-being of the communities that it serves, providing higher education 
opportunities that prepare graduates for entry-level positions in the creative arts professions they have 
selected. 
 
After you’ve had a chance to review the enclosed media kit, I would like to extend a personal invitation for 
you to meet Sam Ortiz, campus director of The Art Institute of Washington – Northern Virginia.  Mr. Ortiz 
is available to the media to discuss the importance of the community to The Art Institute of Washington – 
Northern Virginia; its strengths, mission, people and programs; and plans for future growth and 
development.  He also can provide you with information on featured faculty, how to apply and much more. 
 
We will contact you over the next several weeks to arrange an interview opportunity. In the meantime, 
please do not hesitate to contact me at (412) 995-7262, jpmuller@edmc.edu; or  Christopher Flynn of 
Bendure Communications at (540) 687-5144, chris@bendurepr.com if you have any questions, or want to 
set up a discussion in advance. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to deliver communication on this new educational endeavor to the 
community it will serve. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Jacquelyn P. Muller  
Vice President – Public Relations 
The Art Institutes  
 





















 

  



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

ENROLLMENT  67,400 students (as of Fall 2008) 

   
AFFILIATION The Art Institutes (www.artinstitutes.edu) is a system of over 40 education institutions located throughout 

North America, providing an important source of design, media arts, fashion and culinary arts 
professionals. 

 
WEBSITE  http://www.artinstitutes.edu   
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THE ART INSTITUTES BACKGROUNDER 
 

 
 
CORPORATE MEDIA CONTACT:   
Jacquelyn P. Muller   Devra J. Pransky 
Vice President – Public Relations  Sr. Director of Communications 
The Art Institutes    The Art Institutes  
Office: (412) 995-7262   Office:   (412) 995-7685 
Mobile: (412) 606-9244   Mobile:  (412) 657-8413 
jpmuller@aii.edu     dpransky@aii.edu  
 
 
 
ABOUT THE ART INSTITUTES 
 
 
The Art Institutes (www.artinstitutes.edu), a system of over 40 education institutions located throughout 
North America, is an important source of design, media arts, fashion and culinary arts professionals.  
 
The Art Institutes schools faculty members are not only skilled instructors, but also trained professionals 
in their fields. Many faculty members have extensive industry experience, in addition to standard 
academic qualifications.  
 
The Art Institutes operate in Arlington, VA; Atlanta, GA; Austin, TX; Brookline (Boston), MA; Charleston, 
SC; Charlotte, NC; Chicago, IL; Cincinnati, OH; Dallas, TX; Decatur, GA; Denver, CO; Novi (Detroit), MI 
(Detroit);  Durham, NC; Fort Lauderdale, FL; Houston, TX (two locations); Indianapolis, IN; Jacksonville, 
FL; Lenexa (Kansas City), KS; Henderson (Las Vegas), NV; Los Angeles (Hollywood), CA; Santa Anna 
(Orange County), CA; Santa Monica (Los Angeles), CA; Miami, FL; Minneapolis, MN; Nashville, TN; New 
York, NY; Philadelphia, PA; Phoenix, AZ; Pittsburgh, PA; Portland, OR; Sacramento, CA; Draper (Salt 
Lake City), UT; San Bernardino, CA; San Diego, CA; San Francisco, CA; Schaumburg, IL; Seattle, WA; 
Sterling, VA; Sunnyvale, CA; Tampa, FL; Tucson, AZ; Burnaby (Vancouver), BC; and York, PA.  
 
The Art Institutes schools offer a broad range of programs including Audio Production, Culinary Arts, 
Culinary Management, Fashion Design, Fashion Marketing, Graphic Design, Industrial Design, Web 
Design & Interactive Media, Interior Design, Media Arts & Animation, Photography, Restaurant 
Management and Video Production. Not all programs are offered at all schools. The Art Institutes schools 
work closely with employers to design programs that meet specific industry needs.   
 
 
The parent company of The Art Institutes, Education Management LLC (http://www.edmc.com), with more 
than 110,800 students (as of October 2008), is among the largest providers of post-secondary education 
in North America, based on student enrollment and revenue. Education Management has 90 locations in 
28 U.S. states and in Canada. Education Management's educational institutions offer a broad range of 
academic programs concentrated in the media arts, design, fashion, culinary arts, behavioral sciences, 
health sciences, education, information technology, legal studies and business fields, culminating in the 
award of associate's through doctoral degrees. Education Management has provided career-oriented 
education for over 40 years. 
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